
Brave Church/Hard Topics, 3/8/2023: Climate Change and Social Justice 

This is the chat log of the discussion. Names and identifiable information have been removed for privacy. 

References to slides for this session can be found in the BC-HT Climate Change Social Justice 3-8-23.pdf 

document linked Brave Church-Hard Topics web page. 

Additional information added after the discussion are identified with “NOTE:” 

 

Part 1: Recap/Global Challenge/Social Justice (slides 1-10) 

Discussion Questions 1 (slide 11): 

What do we, who have benefitted from fossil fuel use, owe to developed countries that are experiencing the 

negative impacts but not the benefits of energy development? 

Inuit communities around Arctic are losing their villages from warming. We owe it to them. Also small island 

nations are being submerged. Do we allow them to immigrate here or lose the land under their feet? How 

do you find money for new projects given that we want taxes to be cut.  

We owe it to some other countries to help them.   

We have a responsibility to start doing a better job of managing our own country, what we’re releasing in 

our atmosphere, keep from getting worse.  

What percentage of greenhouse gases are the responsibility of the US? This has been going on for a century 

[or more] now, going back to industrial revolution, largely a 1st world thing. Right now 1st world is arguing 

about who’s responsibility it is. 

Response from some who were quick on the Google: 

- “The United States accounts for only about five percent of global population, but is responsible for 30 

percent of global energy use and 28 percent of carbon emissions” - 

https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/u.s.-leads-in-greenhouse-gas-reductions-but-some-states-are-

falling-behind  

- Wikipedia: “How much does us contribute to global warming? In total the United States has emitted a 

quarter of world GHG, more than any other country.” 

Get people mobilized to have an impact on what our government is doing. 

In the past, we sponsored pure science to tackle difficult problems. We could help create technologies that 

could be scaled to help throughout the world. 

A lot of third world countries are coming up with solutions. 

Legislation regarding “right to repair” in 18 states, or so…mandating manufacturers to not make their 

products unable to be repaired, seems like a step in the right direction. 

Lead with science: We should always fund pure science. 

It will be difficult to start to reverse the process. 

We don't remember all the money that we sent to Japan after the war to stabilize that country. Many do not 

understand why we are supporting Ukraine.  Long-term vs short-term benefit. 

https://www.gracepresby.org/brave-church-hard-topics/
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/u.s.-leads-in-greenhouse-gas-reductions-but-some-states-are-falling-behind
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/u.s.-leads-in-greenhouse-gas-reductions-but-some-states-are-falling-behind


 

Poll: Which of these options do you favor as a US response to climate change impacts in other countries 

(select as many as you want): 

a. Humanitarian aid to people who have experienced severe climate change impacts (e.g., flooding, fires, 

drought, famine, severe storms) 

b. Investing in the development of alternative/renewable energy sources and technologies in developing 

countries 

c. Cleaning up pollution from fossil fuel use across the globe 

d. Taking in refugees who have lost their homelands as a result of severe climate change impacts 

e. Limited or no assistance 

Results: 

a. 11/12 

b. 11/12 

c. 10/12 

d. 9/12 

e. 0/12 

Follow-up: How would you prioritize the responses? What would be your top priority? 

c-a-b-d-e 

b-a-c-d-e 

b 

b-a-c-d 

a-c-b-d-e 

b-a-c-d 

a-b-c-d 

b-c-a-d 

c-b-a 

b-c-a-d 

investing, cleaning 

c-a-b-d-e 

b-a-c-(d-e) 

a 

b 

b-c-a-d 

b-c-a-d 

b-c 

Top priority: b (11); a (3); c (3) 

Top 2 priorities: b (13); (9); c (9) 

Discussion on poll/options: 

Options a, c, and d are all reactive; b is proactive. 

My problem with item B: ‘developing’ is not where the problem is being caused – the problem is being 

caused by already developed countries. I don’t think developing countries are creating pollution. We should 

be investing in alternative sources/technologies in developed countries that have created the problems. 



NOTE: The survey was not as artfully crafted as it could have been. The thinking behind Option B is 

based on a quote from Crash Course/Climate & Energy: “When wealthy countries invest in decarbonized 

technologies, they become more efficient and less expensive for the rest of the world. That could lead to 

a drop in emissions worldwide, which would help reduce some of the effects of climate change.” 

I have a problem with the premise of the survey: It implies that somehow the US on its own can solve it by 

throwing money at it. It is a problem that requires other countries to incentivize other countries to do it. 

What the Paris Agreement is about. 

Maybe it fits into C – cleaning up pollution across the globe. 

Is it still not important to help developing countries develop alternative sources/technologies? 

Anything we can do to help is needed. 

The survey points out how important the phrasing of a question is. 

I want addressing climate change to be a priority for this country. I want to elect and invest in people who 

are smart enough to figure it all out. 

A cautionary tale regarding option D: When British built a hydroelectric dam in Pakistan, they promised 

villagers who were displaced by the dam that they would be given UK citizenship. Villagers moved to Britain, 

but never really fit in. We need to be a little concerned if we try to ship refugees into this country, 

particularly in areas where they may encounter people who don’t want them there. 

 

Part 2: What Can We Do? (Slides 13-17) 

How can we as a church encourage, empower, and equip youth in Springfield and beyond to engage in 

solutions to an issue that greatly concerns them? 

Get out of town and learn about other environments. For instance, Grace's youth go to Work Camp giving 

them exposure to people in need and people outside their circle. It develops empathy. 

More Youth should go to Honduras to see third world poverty. 

People in other parts of the world don’t think the same way as we do in Springfield. Need to be able to step 

outside themselves. 

Put an emphasis on cooking and nutrition, appreciating more non-meat meals. 

Not just youth, but us as adults. Because of travels, better understand what is going on in the world. 

Disturbed by seeing people w/o houses who slept in tents. Had no idea the way the rest of the world lives. 

There are people who live in the world who have nothing and are happy that way. 

Maybe we could do with less opulence in our lives. 

Many people live without the luxuries that we have and are happy. 

20:22:41 From  Linda Hitchens  to  Everyone: 

The youth need to see us engaging w/ issues, wrestling with solutions. At Grace, the native plant project and 

the new vegetable garden can help our youth see what we are doing. They can also get involved with it. 



Advocacy is something we could help our youth learn what to do--have a conversation to express their 

feelings, write letters. 

We could as a church find out what schools have environmental clubs and support them and encourage our 

youth to get involved in them. 

Think globally, act locally. 

What would you like to see Grace as a church do? 

Something simple that I see at other churches--a basket at the back of the church where people put their 

bulletins for recycling. 

We have a recycle bin at the Tower entrance. Maybe we should get another for narthex. 

Discussion about whether our trash service actually separates recycling from other trash: If our trash pick up 

does not recognize the recycling efforts at the church, we should check with the county or find out whether 

other services separate them. 

Make announcements at social events that recycling bins should be used.  

If plastics aren’t being recycled, we can purchase fewer plastic items. 

Stop buying Styrofoam cups! 

 

Next Week: 

We start a 3-session series on the Prison System. Check the Brave Church/Hard Topics web page for more 

information. 


