
BRAVE CHURCH
TACKLING TOUGH TOPICS 

TOGETHER

Social Justice in the 

Sermon on the Mount



Opening Prayer

Lord,

We again gather to discuss a difficult topic. 

You have said that whenever  we are gathered in your name, 

you are among us.

Grant us Wisdom as we study and discuss

In Jesus’ name, we pray. 

Amen.



BC/HT 
Covenant

We will...

accept conflict and commit to the way of kindness.

take responsibility for how our words are received.

ask permission before we challenge someone’s views 

on a subject.

show respect for one another and graciously receive 

feedback if someone feels disrespected.

use ‘I’ instead of ‘you’ statements. We will not 

accuse or attack.

give everyone who wants to speak an opportunity to 

do so.



Topics on Social Justice
February 8

What is Social Justice? 

Is Social Justice a Christian Heresy?

February 15

What does Jesus say about Justice?

Reflections from the Sermon on the Mount



Crowds Were 

Astonished



Is the crowd  confused?

Do not think 

I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets.

I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

◦ Mathew 5:17



Translation Bias

Do not think 

I came to Loosely Interpret                         

the Law or the Prophets.

I did not come to loosen them up but to make them 
replete, well stocked and ready for use.

Katalua(Gr) Mathew 5:17

Plero(Gr)



Jewish Mindset

◦Success, riches and honor 
◦Blessings for one’s piety and faithfulness.

◦Poverty, disability, the downtrodden
◦spiritually bereft, sinners 

◦unworthy of God’s Blessing



Torah promises

If

the People of Israel 

remain Faithful 

God would Bless them



Supremely 

Blessed



Blessed are
◦ The poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

◦ Those who mourn, for they shall be comforted

◦ The meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

◦ Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

◦ The merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

◦ Are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

◦ The peace makers, for they shall be called sons of God

◦ Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness,

◦ for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
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Blessed are you
◦When people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds .

◦ of evil against you because of Me.

◦Rejoice and be glad for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

◦ You are the salt of the earth……

◦ You are the light of the world…

◦ Shine…..see your good works…to glorify Father in heaven



MOTIVATION

Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness



Righteousness

Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be satisfied.



Righteous

◦Traditional Christian Theological Usage
Justification—made right, acceptable to God

◦Literal translation 
Equity---quality of being fair or impartial in dealings 
with others

◦ Dikaiosyne (Greek)



Discussion

Question

“hunger and thirst 
for EQUITY”

Does craving equity 
motivate?

What happens  to  
poverty , sorrow and 
oppression?



PEOPLE IN NEED

Poor, Sorrowful & Oppressed



Melancholic Beggars
◦Traditional Christian Theological Usage

◦Poor in SPIRIT---humble, destitute spiritually, 
dependent due to sin

Literal translation 

◦ Poor—a beggar, a pauper, subsistence 

◦ Ptochos(Gr)



Sorrow
Those who mourn will be comforted

◦Traditional Christian Theological Usage

◦genuine sorrow for sins, spiritual comfort from God

◦Literal translation 

◦Manifested Grief

◦ Pentheo(Gr)



Oppression

Meek shall inherit the earth!

◦Literal translation 

◦Mild, gentle, humble

◦Timid, submissive, passive

◦ Praus(Gr)



Discussion

Question

Who are the people in 
need today? 

What are the needs?

How can we respond?



PEOPLE WHO ATTEND TO 
OTHERS’ NEEDS

merciful, pure of heart & peacemakers 



Merciful

◦Compassion
◦Action for someone who needs 

A cost to the giver

◦ Eelemon (Gr)



Pure in Heart

◦Clean, washed
◦Changed heart, innocent
◦Clarify, purge

◦ Katharos(Gr)



Peacemaker

◦Resolution of some problem

◦Implies interaction with people



Discussion

Question

What does it mean to be a 
Peacemaker during a difficult 
conversation?



THE
PERSECUTED



Persecuted
◦Aggressively chase, drive away

◦Harass, trouble

◦Flee opposition

◦ Diako (Greek)



Persecuted
◦Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness,

◦ for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

◦When people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of Me.

◦Rejoice and be glad for your reward  in heaven is great; for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



Discussion

Question

Who are persecuted 

for the sake of Righteousness 
today?

What about Christians in the 
United Sates?



Discussion

Question

Is the kingdom of heaven

open to anyone  who lives a 
moral, honest, socially 
equitable  & charitable life ? 
A good person?



Resources
National Council of Churches of Christ.  2008.   Social Creed 

for the 21 st Century

Todd-Peters , Rebecca. 2008,  To Do Justice, A Guide for 

Progressive Christians.

Presbyterian Church (USA): Advisory Coucil on Social 

Witnessing



Resources

Bernstein, David. June 20, 2021. Six Ways Critical Social Justice 

Undercuts Liberalism. Jewish Institute for Liberal Values



Closing Reflection

to do justice, to love kindness 

And to walk humbly with you God

Micah 6:8



Let Us Pray together
Lord, 

We are  your family. One community.

I pray that we can all listen to and hear 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

“that all of them may be one.”
John17:21
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