
BRAVE CHURCH
TACKLING TOUGH TOPICS 

TOGETHER

Social Justice
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Opening Prayer
Lord,

We again gather to discuss a difficult topic. 

You have said that whenever  we are gathered in your name, 

you are among us.

Grant us Wisdom as we study and discuss

In Jesus’ name, we pray. 

Amen.

2



BC/HT 
Covenant

We will...

accept conflict and commit to the way of kindness.

take responsibility for how our words are received.

ask permission before we challenge someone’s views 
on a subject.

show respect for one another and graciously receive 
feedback if someone feels disrespected.

use ‘I’ instead of ‘you’ statements. We will not 
accuse or attack.

give everyone who wants to speak an opportunity to 
do so.

This is from the Brave Church book – how we’ll interact in this class, but 
also ways we can interact with others in tough conversations.
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Topics on Social Justice

February 8

What is Social Justice?

Is Social Justice a Christian Heresy?

February 15

What does Jesus say about Justice?

Reflections from the Sermon on the Mount

So why Social Justice as a Hard Topic?, It always seemed obvious to me 
that concern for others was basic to Christianity and an Ethical life. 
Yet, I observe that our American society seems to value individual rights 
rather than responsibility. 
I know individuals who vocalize welfare as unfair and unjust.
How do I talk I  with those Christians that Social Justice and a 
Progressive viewpoint is Biblical?
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Social Creed for the 21st Century
We Churches of the United States have a message of hope for a fearful time. 
Just as the churches responded to the harshness of early 20th Century 
industrialization with a prophetic “Social Creed” in 1908, so in our era of 
globalization we offer a vision of a society that shares more and consumes 
less, seeks compassion over suspicion and equality over domination, and 
finds security in joined hands rather than massed arms. Inspired by 
Isaiah’s vision of a “peaceable kingdom,” we honor the dignity of every 
person and the intrinsic value of every creature and pray and work for the 
day when none “labor in vain or bear children for calamity” (Isaiah 65:23). 
We do so as disciples of the One who came “that all may have life, and have 
it abundantly” (John 10:10), and stand in solidarity with Christians and all 
who strive for justice around the globe.

First some history,
The National Council of Churches updated the Social Creed in 2008 on 
the 100 
year anniversary of the original. PC(USA) is a signatory and adopted the 
Creed. 
I have highlighted some of the core themes:_______________
This is a VISION for all those who strive for JUSTICE.
This is the official position of many PROGRESSIVE denominations today
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Tradition of Social Action
◦ Abolitionist Movement of 19th century

◦ William Lloyd Garrison: American Anti-Slavery Society, The Liberator
◦ Frederick Douglas: Orator-called out using Church to “preach up the divine right of slaveholder”
◦ Levi & Catherine Coffin, Harriet Tubman: underground railroad

◦ Equality for Women
◦ Women’s Rights Convention 1848, Seneca Falls Methodist Church
◦ Antoinette Brown Blackwell: preacher of temperance, abolition and women’s rights, ordained 1853

◦ Social Gospelers of the Industrial Revolution

◦ Civil Rights Activists

◦ Nuclear Arms

◦ Sanctuary Movement

Social Action is not a new idea.
Churches in USA have a long history of biblical witness through social 
Action. 
I have listed some of the movements hoped to effect systemic change 
that were spearheaded by individual Christians and their own Churches. 
The Values and resulting Actions of those Christians and Churches 
encouraged the next generation to strive for more and more systemic 
change.

6



1900 in the United States

◦ Explosive increase in industry and immigration

◦ Crowded bleak cities

◦ Child labor

◦ Dangerous machinery 

◦ 12-hour workdays/ 7 days a week

◦ Titans enormously wealthy

Highlighting one Example
A century ago, the explosive growth  of manufacturing industries was 
accompanied by massive immigration.
Cities were bleak, crowded tenements.
Children as young as six worked in factories.
Machinery was dangerous. Injured, disabled and elderly had no recourse.
Work was exhausting.
---a few were VERY RICH
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Federal Council of Churches
1908

Goals

◦ Living Wage

◦ Eight-hour work-day

◦ Abolition of Child Labor

◦ Financial security in old age and 
with disability

◦ Abatement of poverty

Accomplishments

◦ New Deal

◦ Social Security

◦ Federal labor standards

◦ Minimum wage

◦ Child Labor Laws

In response to the dire economic and work conditions, Christians banded 
together to fight for social change.
The Council of Churches   stated We deem it the duty of all Christian 
people to concern themselves
directly with certain practical industrial problems. To us it seems that
the churches must stand—
•For equal rights and complete justice for all men in all stations of life.
Justice was listed first along with many practical goals and action plans
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Imago Dei

So, God created man in His own image,

In His own image He created Him.

Genesis 1:27

But, what is the theological, biblical basis for the Christian
interfering in the workings of society?

Image of God----Imago Dei -----the theological truth that all
humanity has the Creator God's image stamped on them.
This has been Core Christian Doctrine since the Early Church 
times.
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For the whole law
is fulfilled in one statement:

Love your neighbor as yourself

Galatians 5:14

Love your neighbor as yourself.
Progressive theology challenges the Christian to love their neighbors by 
addressing their concrete material needs 
and by transforming  the structures in our society 
that prevents an individual from making ends meet and flourishing in a 
way that God hopes for all creation.  

(To Do Justice)
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Act

With what shall I come to the LORD?....

He has told you , O man, what is good;

And what does the LORD require of you

But to do justice, to love kindness 

And to walk humbly with you God?
Micah 6:6-8

In the 6th chapter of Micah, God challenges the Hebrew people to 
remember how God acted to liberate them from the oppression of the 
Egyptians in the exodus.
Micah challenges the Hebrew people to remember God’s justice as the 
foundation of human actions and to DO, LOVE and WALK HUMBLY
Mother Teresa said: You demonstrate your love for God by Loving His 
people

So Imago Dei, Love your Neighbor as yourself and the LORD’s 
requirements in Micah form a theological, biblical basis for Social Justice 
Action-a Covenant Obligation
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Discussion

Question

Does your covenant obligation 
to God and neighbor effect 
caring for “the least of these” 
in our midst?

How might this relate to 
thinking about your Tax and 
Tax Policy?

Share—seek compassion---equality---security in joint hands---dignity of 
every person---intrinsic value of every creature---STRIVE FOR JUSTICE
Imago Dei----Love Your neighbor----Do justice, love kindness walk humbly
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TACKLING 
TOUGH  TOPICS 

TOGETHER
The other standpoint

Next, we  will hear another standpoint. 
I have either heard or read scripture used this way. 
What do you think about these interpretations?
How does this make you feel?
How do I talk I  with those Christians that Social Justice and a 
Progressive viewpoint is Biblical?
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Hero or Terrorist

Progressive Christians

◦ Hospitality

◦ Covenant

◦ justice

Dominant Social Attitude

◦ Power

◦ Responsibility

◦ Individual freedom

Social Justice Advocates can be viewed as heroes or terrorists., 
depending on their actions, underlying motives, and who feels
championed or threatened by them..
Anyone who advocates to change someone else’s norm is open to 
suspicion and initial resistance.

I am going to present some alternate views held by some Christians
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False Gospel

“I am amazed that you are so quickly turned 
away…and are turning to a different Gospel--
-not that there is another gospel, 
but there are some who are troubling you 
and want to distort the gospel of  Christ.”

Galatians 1:6-7

Paul said:_________

Social Justice is Socialism
It is Marxism with a heavy dose of radical racist, feminist, homosexual 
theories and post modernism 
that has become the dominate cultural theory today.
The Woke Gospel---the Gospel of Social Justice- follows Left-Wing 
political and liberal trends.
These False Gospels follow the World--- their Social Ideology Shapes 
their theology!
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Equality of Spiritual Condition

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.

They are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus

Romans 3:23-24

All have sinned & all may receive Grace

while All need salvation that does not imply Equality. 
The NEED  for salvation  has been the CORE theology throughout 
Christian History 

Equality is a different matter
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Scripture portrays Hierarchies & 
Distinctions

◦ Man’s Dominion over Nature

◦ Husband’s headship over his 
wife

◦ Parent’s authority over children

◦ Rulers and Subjects

◦ Borrowers and lenders

◦ Masters and slaves

◦ National Borders

◦ Walls & Property Lines

◦ Gender & Sexual Norms

Scripture portrays many hierarchies and distinctions,
I have listed some
Paul said LOVE is the fulfillment of the LAW. 
BUT there are certain hierarchies in which that love is applied
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Scripture allows Advantages

◦ Age

◦ Citizenship

◦ Nationality

◦ Birth Order

◦ Appearance

◦ Position

◦ Level of Wisdom

◦ EQUITY,

◦ DIVERSITY
◦ INCLUSION

--- incompatible with Biblical 
LAWS and the realities  of these 
Hierarchies, Distinctions and 
Advantages

There are numerous examples in both the OT and NT, that individuals or 
groups are shown preference.

So, therefore, the values of EQUITY,DIVERSITY and INCLUSION are
incompatible with Biblical LAWS and the realities  of these Hierarchies, 
distinctions and Advantages
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Poverty

Jesus said:

“you will always 

have the poor with you.”

Although the idea of LOVE involves divine purpose, duty and sacrifice; 
Human LOVE was never intended to eradicate every problem existing in 
the world.
Poverty will always exist.

Eliminating protections for private property would subvert God’s LAW
--Hierarchies, distinctions and Advantages are part of the BIBLE
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My Choice, My Money

“Is it not Lawful for me to do what I wish 
with what is my own? Or is your eye envious 
because I am generous?                     

Mt 20: 1-16 
Parable of Laborers, wages and the  Landowner

In this Parable of the Landlord hiring day laborers for his vineyard, Jesus 
upholds the Owners right to spend his money as he  chooses.

Christians can donate individually to the poor. (and religious people are 
more likely to donate to charities than others)

Charitable donation requires more planning and sacrifice than simply 
voting for a central authority to involuntarily redistribute the resources 
of others.
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Discussion

Question

In what ways  is the Social 
Justice Movement 
• Christian Heresy?

• in line with Christian faith 
and practice?

Why do some Christians believe

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion

are a “False Gospel?”

False Gospel
Need salvation 
Hierarchies, not equality
Poverty
My choice/money
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WORKS

A man is justified by Faith

apart from Works of the Law

Romans 3:28

Faith not Works
This is the very foundation of our Christianity. 
God extends grace, we accept. 
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Blessings are free

Paul to the Saints at Ephesus:

Our Lord , Jesus  Christ has BLESSED us with 
every spiritual Blessing

……after listening to the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation-having also believed, you 
were sealed in Him.

◦ Ephesians 1:1-14

Scripture never teaches or implies that believers need works to maintain 
standing with God,
Blessings are a gift from God simply because of our Belief
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False Righteousness

“…If Righteousness 

comes through the Law, 

then Christ died needlessly”

Galatians  2:16-21

Evangelical Social Justice Advocates say man needs God’s Grace,    and 
Salvation  is by Faith 

Yet, they  seem to imply individuals, the church and systems 
must also do Christ’s atoning work in order to keep a new LEFT derived 
LAW 
Eric Mason in WOKE Church states that Justification extends beyond
“being declared Righteous”

to include the Christian's responsibility to “make things right” on earth.
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Weaponized Apology

Beware of practicing your righteous before 
men to be noticed by them”

Matthew 6:1-5

Are you pretending righteous Acts just to be noticed ?
Institutional Apology is the new Progressive THING
Pretending to take responsibility for other's failures can serve as a clever 
and prideful way 
to criticize and single out those who do not engage in the same kind of 
apology 
while simultaneously projecting the appearance of personal humility.
The goal seems to be to portray others who do not apologize as morally 
inferior.

Does their Ideology Shape their theology?
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Discussion

Question

Why should I apologize, I wasn’t 
there?

Does an apology for complicity of 
unrelated or uncharacteristic 
wrongs from the past matter?

Is it  an apology without 
reparations?

Thinking of the Indian Relocation and Reservations. internment camps 
for Japanese Americans and  Slavery in the USA 

Isn’t this another form of false Righteousness?
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WORKS

A man is justified by Faith

apart from Works of the Law
Romans 3:28

“Faith without works is dead.”
James 2:26

Faith not Works
This is the very foundation of our Christianity. 
God extends grace, we accept. 
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A man is justified by Faith
apart from Works of the Law

Romans 3:28

“Faith without works is dead.”
James 2:26

Some  consider these two verses to be in conflict
If Social Justice is WORKS, what about FAITH

James the brother of Jesus ministered to the Jews.

Paul, a Pharisee, was converted on the Road to Damascus. He preached 
to the Gentiles
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Discussion

Question

Does ideology that 
promotes social justice 
shape your view of 
Theology?

Does conversation 
change with a different 
audience?

29



Resources
National Council of Churches of Christ.  2008.   Social Creed 
for the 21 st Century

Todd-Peters , Rebecca. 2008,  To Do Justice, A Guide for 
Progressive Christians.

Presbyterian Church (USA): Advisory Coucil on Social 
Witnessing

30



Resources
Curry, Michael. Love is the Way. 2020

Georgeson, Edward S.,   Social Justice Jesus--Justice,Mercy, 
and Faith as Presented in the Sermon on the Mount.  2021

Harris, Jon.  Christianity and Social Justice, Religions in 
Conflict.  2021

Mason, Eric.  Woke Church, An Urgent Call for Christians in 
America to Confront Racism and Injustice.  2018

31



Resources
Bernstein, David. June 20, 2021. Six Ways Critical Social 
Justice Undercuts Liberalism. Jewish Institute for Liberal 
Values

32



Closing Reflection

to do justice, to love kindness 

And to walk humbly with you God

Micah 6:8

I would like to end this session again reflecting on the words of Micah. 
What does God want from us? 
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Let Us Pray together

Lord, 

We are  your family. One Big human family.

I pray that we can all listen to and hear

our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

“that all of them may be one.”

John17:21
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