
Brave Church/Hard Topics, 2/15/2023: What Does Jesus Say about Social Justice? 

This is the chat log of the discussion. Names and identifiable information have been removed for privacy. 

References to slides for this session can be found in the Social Justice-Sermon on the Mount February 15, 

2023.pdf document linked Brave Church-Hard Topics web page. 

Additional information added after the discussion are identified with “NOTE:” 

 

Background: What Does Jesus Say About Justice? Exploring the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5, 6 and 7) with 

an emphasis on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5). 

• Slides 5-9 set up the Sermon and expectations from the Jewish audience.  

• Slides 10-13 provide an overview of the Beatitudes. Premise: the Beatitudes are a call to social justice.  

• Slides 14-17 focus on righteousness and a hunger for righteousness. 

Discussion Questions 1: [Slide 17] 

• Does craving [hunger for righteousness] equity motivate? 

• What happens to poverty, sorrow and oppression? 

Modern times - craving for equity has resulted in rebellion against the status quo 

craving for equity - making sure everyone has what they need 

In striving, some people, because of inequities, start so far back.  

Different viewpoint - not just from the person who may not be considered equal, but also those who are not 

disadvantaged, need to see the inequity. Change cannot just come from the people who are unequal, but 

from those who are not. Both people who are feeling the inequity and the people who already have it all 

must become motivated in order to make a real change. 

"for they will be filled" - who is the "they"?  the people who are hungering? 

Jesus lived in a society filled with extremes, so they would feel the inequities. There is a problem that those 

of us in middle and upper class are oblivious to equity. 

Me: 'equity' isn't necessarily something an individual, particularly one who is experiencing unequal 

treatment/status, can achieve. It takes a society, an entire faith community, and especially those who are 

not experiencing the inequities, to recognize this and bring about changes. 

Not sure what equity means at a personal level. 

Example: When you are living paycheck to paycheck you may not have the luxury of having a bank account. 

The book Caste (Isabel Wilkerson) - relevant to this talk. Think of "class" in our society today. Equity is 

removing class.  

"Raising ourselves by our own bootstrap" is a myth from the 19th century [Horatio Alger].  

Righteousness came from the fact that the haves believe that the have-nots were there because they were 

not pious to their faith (something they were doing incorrectly that put them there). Getting to the crux of 

this is getting the word of God to speak to us: we don't know why that person is there. In that regard, they 

are equal to you. That is for God to judge.  

https://www.gracepresby.org/brave-church-hard-topics/


This section says there will be a great unending of the world order. And the have nots will inherit the world. 

Are we reading these verses wrong? This whole section is about a great upending of the world order. Maybe 

it's not about how we should be more of these (moralistic) but is more predictive of what will happen in this 

new world order. 

Have to think about what comes after that in the Sermon. Some is more threatening. 

 

Section 2: People in Need - Poor, Sorrowful and Oppressed [Slides 18-21] 

Discussion/clarification on “poor in spirit”: the literal translation is "poor," very, very poor. They are so poor 

that they have not resources and no ability to pull themselves up by their bootstraps. 

"Why is being humble considered being poor in spirit." Humility is taught as an important characteristic. 

Discussion Questions 2: [Slide 22] 

• Who are the people in need today?  

• What are the needs? 

• How can we respond? 

We are poor in spirit because we are sinners 

Arlington Presbyterian Church - as congregation shrank, partnered with a coalition dealing with lack of low-

income housing in area. Sold their property to allow an apartment building to serve low-income people. 

Talked to leaders at Arlington PC, at the time they wanted to renew their building, but couldn't afford to 

redo it. That led to the decision. 

We have to remember that the beatitudes are not rules to live by - these were people who were listening to 

Jesus. It's Jesus looking out and seeing people who are poor and letting them know that they are still 

blessed. The Sermon on the Mount is not be taken literally. Jesus intended to turn the common way of 

thinking upside down with the sermon. 

Who needs blessings today? The people who need love. 

Everyone in the world has to feel some sorrow. It is very hard to feel blessings with so much not-nice things 

in the world today. 

Someone mentioned a recent CDC - high school girls are having a rough time. 

NOTE: Here is a link to the CDC study (we’ll also put this in the “Resources” section... it may be a future 

discussion topic on its own): CDC report shows concerning increases in sadness and exposure to 

violence among teen girls and LGBQ+ youth 

 

Section 3: People who attend to others’ needs (merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers) (Slides 23-26) 

Discussion Questions 3: [Slide 27] 

• What does it mean to be a Peacemaker during a difficult conversation? 

Choose your words carefully... or ask questions to find out more about where they are coming from 

The key is to remain objective. Listen and hear and understand what people are saying. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/newsroom/fact-sheets/healthy-youth/sadness-and-violence-among-teen-girls-and-LGBQ-youth-factsheet.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/newsroom/fact-sheets/healthy-youth/sadness-and-violence-among-teen-girls-and-LGBQ-youth-factsheet.html?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email


Military aspects of peacemaking - not to wage war, but to bring relations globally - diplomacy. 

There’s a personal level, but also a larger level. 

2 different aspects: on personal level, know the people, where they're coming from - guide them. If you 

don't know them, you don't know where they're coming from. In a smaller group, you can guide them in 

ways to help better understand. 

It is difficult because of the emotional topics. 

Put yourself in the shoes of other people who have other ideas. This can be difficult. Until you understand 

the shoes that other people walk in, you can't prepared to have a diplomatic conversation with them.  

Not sure Jesus is trying to be prescriptive in that we should try to be peacemakers. Maybe these beginning 

verses are intended to set the stage by explaining what the kingdom of God is and who the children of God 

are and who has entry into the kingdom of heaven. If you are a peacemaker, you are a child of God, on the 

right side of history (God’s side) 

 

Section 4: The Persecuted [Slices 28-30] 

Discussion Questions 4: [Slide 31] 

• Who are persecuted for the sake of Righteousness today? 

• What about Christians in the United Sates? 

Example: The 1st thing that comes to mind is McPherson Square homeless encampment that is being 

cleared out because of safety issues (the DC government pushed up the time on removing them). Do we 

classify this as persecution? Where are the lines drawn? Was the right thing done? There were other 

options. DC's efforts to make more housing available. 

What does persecuted mean?  The idea of martyrdom in past centuries. It brings up the question of law and 

justice. 

We assume that law brings justice but sometimes it can be against justice. 

There's more to McPherson Square issue than we've talked about. Have heard that a number of the 

homeless don't want to go into a shelter because shelters have behavior requirements that they won't want 

to adhere to. 

For the most part most Christians are not persecuted in this country although some claim they are. 

Another twist: Have family that is part of the 'other side' of the Presbyterian Church (PCA). They believe  

that those who aren't abiding by what they believe the letter of the law is should not be blessed with the 

sacraments, especially regarding homosexuality, Is this persecution? 

NOTE: We touched on some of these issues in a 2-part series on sexuality and sexual identity last Fall 

(look on the Brave Church/Hard Topics Archives, 9/29 and 10/6). There are still areas we didn’t cover, 

so this could be a future topic. 

I've been shouted down for standing up for LGBTQ community. 

The reason for this class is to see if we can find ways to get past the shouting and find ways to bridge the 

gap. 

https://www.gracepresby.org/brave-church-hard-topics-archives/


The reality is we have so many churches, denominations because we have people who want to and do 

believe different interpretations of the word. Okay with that, because I'm going to go to the church that fills 

our needs. 

But what about where churches are so sure of their beliefs that they want to impose it on the rest of society 

- how do we respond to that? 

In our society now, often it is people who are speaking out against what those who are in power want to do 

who are persecuted. Examples: the pipeline coming through Native American lands; Palestinians being 

harassed; still plenty of African Americans being persecuted for stands they take that are not popular.  

While we’re trying to stay away from partisan politics, this is going to be political. It seems to me that the 

'former Republican party' has set as its goal persecution of all sorts of people it doesn't like. If you have 

power you can go after those whose ideas you disagree with. 

1st cousin was struck in face, knocked down because he was gay. Would like to see gay rights enforced. 

Churches who want to impose their views on others sound like the Pharisees of the ancient Hebrew church. 

Discussion Questions 4b: [Slide 33] 

• Is the kingdom of heaven open to anyone who lives a moral, honest, socially equitable & charitable life? A 

good person? 

The kingdom is open to everyone. If there were criteria, a lot of us would be in trouble. 

This is a struggle point with me. I know people who are very dear to me who believe exactly this, but they 

are atheists. In my heart, I want to believe that this is the case. In the same regard, why the church? why are 

Jesus' word so important?. 

That has been coming up in our study of John. 

Why does God emphasize at every turn the importance of believing in him. 

Have friends, inlaws of other religions. See them as Godly people. At the same time I'm a Christian. All I can 

do is believer that there are other rooms. 

We did a class on universalism (based on the book The Inescapable Love of God). The Bible has more that is 

universal than the other way around. It is a question of what verses you choose. There is a strong case for 

God loving everyone and, if God has that intent, why would God condemn so much of the world? 

Jesus is basically announcing that the kingdom of heaven is here and we just have to participate. More of an 

invitation than a warning. 

 

Next Class: No class next week, 2/22, because that is Ash Wednesday and we’ll have an Ash Wednesday 

service that evening. 

Starting 3/1, we’ll have a 2-part discussion about Climate Change. You’ll find materials on the Brave 

Church/Hard Topics web page. 

 


