
Brave Church/Hard Topics, 2/8/2023: Is Social Justice a Christian Heresy? 

This is the chat log of the discussion. Names and identifiable information have been removed for privacy. 

References to slides for this session can be found in the Social Justice February 8, 2023.pdf document linked 

Brave Church-Hard Topics web page. 

Additional information added after the discussion are identified with “NOTE:” 

 

See Social Creed for the 21st Century, slide 5. NOTE: You can read the full creed here: A 21st Century Social 

Creed 

The Biblical basis for Christians interfering with the workings of a society--Genesis 1:27, Galatians 5:14, Micah 

6:6-8. 

Responses to first discussion questions: [Slide 12] 

Does your covenant obligation to God and neighbor effect caring for “the least of these” in our midst? 

How might this relate to your thinking about taxes and tax/public policy? 

I have conflicting thoughts about giving to people begging for money on street corners. I’m cautious about 

whether the money I give will be used properly or if it is a scam. But I also don’t want to pass by someone in 

need.  

Several agreed about the conflict of giving to panhandlers. 

Used to feel more conflicted about giving to panhandlers. It doesn't matter that much now - they clearly 

need some help whether they are sincere or not. So I contribute and God can deal with the problem with 

them. 

Because we often do not carry cash any more, you may not readily have cash to give. There are things you 

can that are not money--gloves, a backpack with toiletries and goodies, food gift cards.  Be creative. 

Sometimes talking to the person is a gift. Get to know their name, learn about their story.  

See taxes as a responsibility - don't mind paying my fair share. I feel I have an obligation to support our 

community. 

Paying taxes supports government; therefore, you cannot ignore them. 

Referring to the 1900 charts in slide 7: we certainly have many more 'titans' today, referencing last night’s 

state of the union address about billionaires who do not pay taxes. 

I struggle with what it means for a scriptural basis [see slides 9-11]: there’s a mixed message in the Bible, 

such as seeming support for slavery, submissive status for women, God wiping out most of humanity in a 

flood. 

NOTE: We had a lot of discussion on this issue, particularly in the next session, where we presented 

some scripture passages, mostly taken out of context, that are often used by people who oppose social 

justice. Here is a brief meditation/reflection on reflecting on scripture like Jesus did: How Did Jesus 

Approach Scripture? 

https://www.gracepresby.org/brave-church-hard-topics/
https://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/common-witness-ncc/a-21st-century-social-creed/
https://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/common-witness-ncc/a-21st-century-social-creed/
https://cac.org/daily-meditations/how-did-jesus-approach-scripture-2023-02-09/
https://cac.org/daily-meditations/how-did-jesus-approach-scripture-2023-02-09/


Social justice is like trying to systemically train a society to change and not just giving the people in need a 

fish. 

Changing a system can be problematic/difficult. Example, the Civil War. 

 

How do you talk with Christians about social justice that have different standpoints? In this next section 

[Slides 13-20], we’ll look at some arguments made against the social justice movement. 

For discussion [Slide 21]: 

In what ways is the Social Justice Movement  

- Christian Heresy? 

- in line with Christian faith and practice? 

Why do some Christians believe Equity, Diversity and Inclusion are a “False Gospel? 

Bothers me that people can find verses that reflect what they think on both sides of the issue. It comes 

down to who you are. It is unacceptable to use the Bible to justify what you want to do. People have 

changed, learned, grown. Some things are no longer acceptable. 

People can always find ways to support their personal beliefs, using it as an excuse to do what they want to 

do.  Times and beliefs have changed, and we need to keep up. 

People misunderstand the distinction between socialism and marxism. 

Equality: we have to face that issue in the beginning of Genesis. God reaches out to humans. We are created 

in the image of God. 

Equate the story of the landlord [Slide 20] with Jesus' advice to the rich man told to give everything away. 

My pet peeve is proof texting.  Instead of searching for snippets that support a particular position, we need 

to step back and look at the overarching message across the Bible. That is how I try to shape my life.  Go 

back to Jesus' teachings.  You cannot love God without loving God’s whole creation. Love one another as you 

love yourself. Jesus says, Love one another as I have loved you.’ John says God is love. This is where we start. 

The interpretations presented in slides 15-20 hit some nerves. A lot of discussion about interpreting the 

passages out of context and what they mean within the context of the larger book. 

The parable of the laborers [Slide 20] one is a particular misinterpretation - it is about grace, not doing with 

your money as you want. 

In the passage from Romans [Slide 16], Paul is talking about Jews and Greeks collectively, and their equality 

in God's eyes. 

On the distinctions and hierarchies in the Bible [Slide 17] -- there is in fact a cultural background and it shifts 

as we move through the Bible. 

In a recent The Bible for Normal People podcast, author Beth Moore talks about how conservative 

evangelical movements tend to rise in response to broader social changes. For example, in response to 

cultural changes, more emphasis on family values.   

NOTE: The podcast, The BIble for Normal People, led by Peter Enns and Jared Byas, and a wealth of 

other information, can be found here: thebiblefornormalpeople.com  



An example of interpreting the bible - Paul talks about Junia, a female apostle, at the end of Romans. This 

was difficult for some Christians to take because they couldn't accept a woman in this role. So, in an 

evangelical-oriented version of the Bible, they changed the name to Junias, a male name. 

"Love your neighbor as yourself." What about people who do not love themselves?  Where do they focus 

their love?  Or is there no love in their life? 

Social justice is a really broad brush - having a hard time wrapping my head around it - from slavery to 

poverty to drug addiction. Where do you land on that? How do you set limits? Bible doesn't give you that - 

you do it with love. Wish there was a better guidepost. 

NOTE: We purposely went broad in this session. In upcoming sessions, we’ll focus on specific 

components that fall under the broad ‘social justice’ heading. 

Use the guideposts--where are you know and how can you make a difference? 

The Bible doesn't give you limits.  Just do it with love. 

Choose for yourself what you feel you are able to address. 

We tend to get hit with the zero sum game. And it is not true that just because someone wins, someone else 

has to lose. 

The devil creeps in and helps you find reasons not to do anything. 

Back to the heresy issue-- I have shown sermons of Grace to others who say, 'that's not Christianity' you 

can't put social justice above salvation. Our Creeds emphasize salvation. From the conservative perspective, 

we are seen as heretics. 

The devil can quote scripture to his purposes. No endpoint to this - maybe that's the point. 

The poor [Slide 19]--are they poor in spirit, in money, or in health? 

The way that verse tends to be used is frustrating. It becomes an excuse not to do anything.  

The 2nd half of the verse - Jesus is addressing a specific situation: not about how long the poor are supposed 

to be around, but on how short the time is that the disciples will have with Jesus. 

When we say the Lord's prayer we say "on earth as it is in Heaven."  It is not just about salvation, but how 

things look in the here and now. 

"Thy Kingdom come...." Not just about personal salvation. 

'thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven' - Jesus' message was about kingdom living. 

Maybe our mistake is thinking that salvation is only about the afterlife. 

Salvation for who? Usually we think about it as personal salvation. 

 

How do the passages quoted make you feel? 

Have heard several of them lately - they make me angry.  

Part of the purpose of this group is figuring out how to talk about this. 



We don't know how to talk about these things. We must learn to listen. 

It makes me feel like we definitely have to have regular, in-depth Bible study. And we do. 

The feelings thing--it was frustrating for me too.  You cannot go point by point because the statements and 

interpretations come from a world view.  It's what people think the Bible is all about.  A series of 

conversations may not get people with differing views to see things the same way. 

Hopefully this course will help us resolve things. 

Reminds me of the bumper sticker: Coexist. You can respect other points of view without agreeing with 

them. 

Why do people assume that because you are friends that you are on the same page as they are? 

 

Part 3, leading into a discussion on apologies and reparation [Slides 22-25] 

For Discussion [Slide 26]: 

Why should I apologize, I wasn’t there? 

Does an apology for complicity of unrelated or uncharacteristic wrongs from the past matter? 

Is it an apology without reparations? 

It is not just the apology, but what you do. What are you doing to fix it? Apology isn't necessarily sincere if 

you don't become part of a force for change. 

Faith v works [Slide 22]: The mere fact that you have faith, doesn't say that you shouldn't have works. 

Faith motivates works; they go hand in hand. It is hard to separate them. 

What do we mean by the word faith?  Today we are talking about what we believe.  Faith involves taking a 

step forward, trusting, and acting differently. 

When Paul is talking about faith in works, he's not talking about individual salvation, but God's path for 

communities. This is about God choosing to open up for Gentiles as well as Jews. 

If you consider faith as being central in "love thy neighbor as thyself," then it implies works on earth to help 

your neighbors, even those you don’t like. 

How do these public apologies work? It is now popular for religious organizations to stand up and apologize, 

why are we doing that now? 

Does that work or is it a matter of "look what we are doing." 

Some apologies are necessary.  Example, Pope apologizing for the priests. 

I really want to study reparations.  There is something in recognizing that we are a part of a community, but 

it is all about me.  I have no role to play in moving the group beyond a point.  But we are all connected  

through time as children of God and should work to move a community forward to a different place. 

Why now?  Because it hasn't been done in the past. Are there lasting effects of actions in the past?  Unless 

we do something to change that, there will be people in the future still struggling. 



There is really nothing we can do about what is past, but we must learn a lesson and move on. Rectify how 

we try people now and in the future. 

Recognize first the harm that was done in the past.  Understand what people on the bottom of the total pole 

have had to deal with and help them up. 

Muslim friend believes Christians have massive misconduct over last few centuries (colonialism, slavery, 

treatment of native Americans, anti-semitism). A lot of negatives. 

Not sure what should be done, but something has to be done - people need to understand the harm that 

has been done from those past actions. Systemic racism continues in systematic ways. We're not yet in a 

mindset to make those changes. Still look at people at the bottom and ask 'why don't they pull themselves 

up by their bootstraps.'  

Have to do something. What that is gets messy, but need an open, heartfelt discussion.  

Every religion has been abused. Someone within that has abused their power.  

We need to do something. But what is that? 

 

Last discussion question [Slides 27-29]: 

Does ideology that promotes social justice shape your view of Theology? 

Does conversation change with a different audience? 

The Bible says contradictory things.  We have to have this both/and paradoxical way of thinking.  There can 

be two contradictory truths at the same time.  Can we unite those two beliefs and apply them each in 

certain situations? 

Are they just saying what their audience wants to hear. 

20Does your world view shape your theology? 

I hope it works both ways. 

Yes, the way we were raised and view the world shapes our theology. 

Yes, the culture you are raised in affects your world view. 

It is a mixture of both. 

Paul is talking about Gentiles having the same access to salvation as Jews do. For Paul, the works are 

circumcision and the law, not social justice. 

Weaving a story - that is theologically sound, taught in the bible.  

You do works because you're saved. If you're not doing works, then something is wrong. Not hard to believe 

that Paul and James are preaching the same gospel. 

Jon Harris book [in  the Resources slide 31] gives a totally opposite view. It's interesting. 


