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Slave Free

Ishmael 
Son of bondwoman 
Born into slavery

Isaac 
Son of free woman 
Born as a free man

The way of the flesh 
Born because of work, effort

The way of promise 
Born by promise of God

The natural, fleshly way The miraculous way

Way of religious self-effort Way of faith

Works righteousness Imputed righteousness

Way of legalism Way of grace

Symbolic of only natural birth 
Trust in their own works

Symbolic of spiritual birth  
Trust in work of Jesus

Representative of the  
Covenant of the Law 
(Mosaic Covenant)

Representative of the 
Covenant of Grace 

(Abraham > New Covenant)

Present Jerusalem 
Represents Legalism

Jerusalem Above 
Represents Life in the Spirit

Leads to Slavery 
Eternal Death

Leads to Freedom 
Eternal Life


