BRAVE CHURCH

TACKLING TOUGH TOPICS
TOGETHER

Christian Nationalism —part |
Background




Opening Prayer

Lord,

We again gather to discuss a difficult topic.

You have said that whenever we are gathered in your name,
you are among us.

Grant us Wisdom as we study and discuss

In Jesus’ name, we pray.

Amen.




Covenant
Rules

mit to the way of

r own words are

nge someone’s

ents. We will not

eak an opportunity to



Topics for This Series

o Background on Christian Nationalism-October 27
o Contrasting Christian Nationalism to Christianity-November 3

o Responding to Christian Nationalism and Engaging with those who Espouse
the Ideology-November 10




What do you think?

o What does the term Christian Nationalism mean to you?
o What images does the term invoke?
o Where have you seen Christian Nationalism?

o What emotion(s) does the term invoke?

We’re going to use Zoom’s whiteboard. Brief phrases please.




He said to them,
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as
It IS written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;

in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.

You abandon the commandment of God
and hold to human tradition.”

Mark 7:6-8




Topics for This Evening

o What is contemporary American Christian Nationalism?
o How did Christian Nationalism grow?

o Who are Christian Nationalists?

o Why are people drawn to the Movement?

o Political Consequences
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“What galvanized the Christian
community, was not abortion, school
prayer, or the ERA (Equal Rights

How did Amendment)...What changed their
Christian minds was Jimmy Carter’s intervention
] . against Christian School, trying to deny
Nationalism them tax-exempt status on the basis of
Grow? so-called de facto segregation.”

Paul Weyrich
(Moral Majority,
Heritage Foundation)
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Religion-Christian, preferably
Protestant

Race-White
Nativity-born in USA

Political-social and fiscal
conservative

Citizenship-American
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Ideas of Morality

Fidelity to Religion
Faith in God
Teach others your morals
Convert others to your Faith

Christian Nationalism

Fidelity to the Nation
Serve in the Military

Religious Practice

(attend services, pray, read scripture)
Care and Justice
Take Care of sick and needy
Seek social and economic justice
Stewardship
Consume Fewer Goods

Baylor Religion Survey 2007



a Christian

Who are
Christian
Nationalists?

America Back for God 2020




port for
alism

Who are
Christian
Nationalists?

aking America Back for God 2020



lism

Who are
Christian
Nationalists?

up

ng America Back for God 2020




Purpose

h status,
Why are power
people drawn

to the thority

movement?

of Christian Nationalism. 2022




Political
Values

m and civil
dto be a
er



Political
Values

ntial for
zation



ight

Political
Values




uments

Political
Values




Political
Values




Why
MAGA?




f the

ned

eans




narratives

Whatls alizes and
Christian anity with
Nationalism?

Nation




Discussion Questions

Why is it detrimental to merge Christian and American
|dentities? How does this effect American Democracy?

Christian Nationalism is ultimately about privilege. How does
this impact one’s relationships?

Is it possible to RESTORE America in light of a global economy
& increasing diversity?




Additional Resources

Whitehead and Perry. Taking America Back for God. 2020

Obrery M Hendricks, Jr. Christians Against Christianity. 2021

Pamela Cooper-White. The Psychology of Christian Nationalism. 2022

Ben Howe. The Immoral Majority. 2019

Andrew Seidel. The Founding Myth. 2021




Closing Reflection

Do not pervert justice, do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great,
but judge your neighbor fairly.

Do not go about spreading slander among your people. Do not do anything that endangers
your neighbor’s life. | am the Lord.

Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not
share in their guilt

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your
neighbor as yourself. | am the Lord

Leviticus 19:15-18




