
Brave Church/Hard Topics, 9/29 and 10/6: Sexual Identity/Orientation 

What Does the Bible Say About Homosexuality and How Do We Interpret It? 

In Brave Church: Tackling Tough Topics Together, Elizabeth Hagan writes: “Sexual orientation and gender 

identity are deeply polarizing topics for the church” that spark strong feelings and opposing takes on Biblical 

interpretation and church doctrine [p. 68, Kindle]. “Christians who do not affirm same-sex relationships point to 

six scriptures as proof of the sin: Genesis 19:1-10; Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9; and 

1 Timothy 1:9-10. Christians who affirm same-sex relationships offer a contextual interpretation of these texts 

and muse about the silence on the topic in other parts of the Bible (such as from the words of Jesus).” [p. 71, 

Kindle] 

Disagreements over Biblical interpretations occur both within and between denominations. Our own 

Presbyterian Church (USA) and its predecessor denominations have wrestled with LGBTQIA rights, same-sex 

marriage, and ordination of LBGTQIA people for years (see Timeline of LGBTQIA+ History in the PC(USA)).  

What do these passages have to say about homosexuality and how do Christians interpret them?  

Those who use these scripture passages to oppose same-sex relationships believe “that the Bible leaves no room 

whatsoever for confusion or ambiguity where homosexual behavior is concerned... there is simply no scriptural 

support for endorsing sexual immorality (i.e., sexual activity outside the bond of heterosexual marriage) 

for anyone, no matter what his or her personal sexual feelings may be” (Source: Focus on the Family). Others 

believe that the interpretation of these passages may not be as clear-cut (see, for example, Evangelicals 

Concerned Inc, What Does the Bible Say About Homosexuality?, and Walter Brueggemann: How to read the 

Bible on homosexuality).  

These scripture passages are presented below along with the differing interpretations for your information. As 

Elizabeth Hagan writes in Brave Church, the goal is not to convince you to believe a certain way or to change 

your mind. It is not intended “for proof-texting scripture or for debating theological interpretations of the Bible” 

[p. 72 Kindle/92 in book]. Instead, we hope to provide you with a better understanding of the different 

perspectives on the Biblical interpretation among Christians. 

 

Genesis 19:1-10: The Depravity of Sodom 

19 The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of Sodom. When Lot 

saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 He said, “Please, my lords, 

turn aside to your servant’s house and spend the night and wash your feet; then you can rise early and go on 

your way.” They said, “No; we will spend the night in the square.” 3 But he urged them strongly, so they 

turned aside to him and entered his house, and he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they 

ate. 4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to 

the last man, surrounded the house, 5 and they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? 

Bring them out to us, so that we may know them.” 6 Lot went out of the door to the men, shut the door after 

him, 7 and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 Look, I have two daughters who have not 

known a man; let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please; only do nothing to these men, for 

they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they replied, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow 

came here as an alien, and he would play the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then 

they pressed hard against the man Lot and came near the door to break it down. 10 But the men inside 

reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut the door. 
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Some believe God punished Sodom (v. 24-25) for homosexual behavior. Other note that this passage is about 

rape and violence and not a consensual relationship. Nowhere in the Bible is homosexuality identified as the sin 

of Sodom. The prophet Ezekiel says “This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, 

excess of food, and prosperous ease but did not aid the poor and needy. They were haughty and did abominable 

things before me; therefore I removed them when I saw it.” [Ezekiel 16:49-50] 

 

Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13: Holiness Codes on Sexual Relations 

18:22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.  

20:13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall be 

put to death; their bloodguilt is upon them.  

These verses are part of a larger passage that address sexual relations with menstruating women, relatives, 

neighbor’s wife or other married women and sacrificing your children to a foreign god. This is part of a larger 

Holiness Code that covers a wide range of behaviors that are intended to distinguish the Israelites from nations 

around them. A straightforward reading of these laws would also be applied to all the laws in that code. 

Evangelicals Concerned Inc writes: “’Abomination’ (TO’EBAH) is a technical cultic term for what is ritually 

unclean, such as mixed cloth, pork, and intercourse with menstruating women. It’s not about a moral or ethical 

issue. This Holiness Code (chapters 17-26) proscribes men ‘lying the lyings of women.’ Such mixing of sex roles 

was thought to be polluting. But both Jesus and Paul rejected all such ritual distinctions (cf. Mark 7:17-23; 

Romans 14:14,20). The Fundamentalist Journal admits that this Code condemns ‘idolatrous practices’ and 

‘ceremonial uncleaness’ and concludes: ‘We are not bound by these commands today.’” 

 

Romans 1:26-27: The Guilt of Humankind 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and injustice of those who by their 

injustice suppress the truth.... 

26 For this reason God gave them over to dishonorable passions. Their females exchanged natural 

intercourse for unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the males, giving up natural intercourse with females, 

were consumed with their passionate desires for one another. Males committed shameless acts with males 

and received in their own persons the due penalty for their error. 

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them over to an unfit mind and to do things 

that should not be done. 29 They were filled with every kind of injustice, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of 

envy, murder, strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, 

boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious toward parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 

In the context of the larger letter to the Romans, these verses are “a part of a broader indictment against 

idolatry and excessive, self-centered lust that is driven by desire to ‘consume’ rather than to love and to serve as 

outlined for Christian partnership elsewhere in the Bible” [Human Rights Campaign]. This is also echoed by 

Evangelicals Concerned Inc: “In [Paul’s] view the fundamental sin from which all particular evils derive is idolatry, 

worshipping what is created rather than the Creator, be that a wooden idol, an ideology, a religious system, or 

some particular moral code.” 
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Corinthians 6:9 

9 Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! The sexually 

immoral, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites [men who engage in illicit sex], 10 thieves, the 

greedy, drunkards, revilers, swindlers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And this is what 

some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

1 Timothy 1:9-10 

8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately; 9 this means understanding that the law is 

laid down not for the righteous but for the lawless and disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the unholy 

and profane, for those who kill their father or mother, for murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, sodomites 

[men who engage in illicit sex], slave traders, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to the sound 

teaching 11 that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I was entrusted. 

The words translated as “male prostitutes” and “sodomites” (in the original NRSV; the updated NRSV translates 

this as “men who engage in illicit sex”) or “men who have sex with men” (NIV) are “difficult to translate” and 

have “uncertain meaning”. The NIV footnote indicates that the words are translated from “two Greek words 

that refer to the passive and active participants in homosexual acts.”  

Evangelicals Concerned Inc provides context: ‘Paul is thinking only about pederasty [sexual activity involving a 

man and a boy or youth]… There was no other form of male homosexuality in the Greco-Roman world which 

could come to mind.’ Ancient sources indicate that the [Greek word] malakoi were ‘effeminate call boys.’ 

Though Paul seems to have coined [the Greek word] arsenokoitai it refers, perhaps, to the call boys’ customers, 

although nobody knows for sure. Paul’s main point, however, is clear: Christians who slander and sue each other 

in pagan courts are just as shameful as robbers, drunkards, the greedy, and the malakoi and arsenokoitai 

(whatever they were). The other kind of pederasty in Paul’s day was that of the slave ‘pet boys’ who were 

sexually exploited by adult male owners. The desired boys were prepubescent or at least without beards so that 

they seemed like females. These men had wives for dowries, procreation and the rearing of heirs. They had ‘pet 

boys’ for sex — hardly the picture of gay relationships today.” 

 

As you wrestle with the differing ways of interpreting these passages, consider this from the Human Rights 

Campaign: “All things considered, it is important to remember that throughout church history, new 

information about people and the world have frequently led Christians to reconsider their beliefs. This need 

not be a reason to distrust Scripture, but rather should serve as an invitation to wrestle with the contexts of the 

biblical writers and our own lived experiences. As it stands today, there are millions of faithful Christians around 

the world who have come to recognize the work of God in and through the relationships of LGBTQ+ people (click 

here to see a list of denominational positions on LGBTQ+ people within Christianity).” 
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