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Paul’s missionary approach: 

Ø Attend the local Jewish synagogue and preach

Ø Set up as a tentmaker in the marketplace (and preach)

Ø Inspire converts (both Jewish and gentile) and enrage others 
(both Jewish and gentile)

Ø Get run out of town/attacked

Ø Move on to another city



Mad Dash

Acts 13:
• Holy Spirit appoints Saul/Paul and Barnabas for a missionary 

journey (considered Paul’s 1st journey); head to Cyprus

• P&B deal with a magician who tries to thwart their testimony to a 
proconsul. The magician is struck blind, and the proconsul is 
converted.

• Paul speaks in the synagogue in Antioch in Pisidia and announces 
it is time to turn to the gentiles.

• Jewish elites drive P&B out of town.



Mad Dash (cont’d)

Acts 14:
• P&B preach in Iconium but are run off by both Jews and gentiles.

• In Lystra, Paul heals a man who’s been crippled since birth

• Crowds believe P&B are gods, and P&B vehemently deny that 
they are.

• Some Jews came into town, win over the crowds and stone Paul, 
leaving him for dead. He survives and continues his journey.

• P&B return to Antioch.



Mad Dash (cont’d)

Acts 15:
• Some Jewish Christians in Antioch claim that gentiles have to become 

Jewish and follow the laws in the Torah (e.g., circumcision, keeping the 
Sabbath, obeying the kosher laws). 

• Paul & Barnabas take the issue to the Christian leaders in Jerusalem 
(Jerusalem Council).

• Council members debate the issue, drawing on scriptures, prayer, and their 
own experience.

• Determine that God’s plan was always to include non-Jews as God’s people 
and send letter to the new churches.

• Paul and Barnabas break up over whether to include John Mark on their 
next journey.



Breakout Session 1:

• What jumped out at you in these chapters? 

• Or what surprised you in these chapters?

• Or what inspired you in these chapters?

• Or what was new to you in these chapters? 



Breakout Session 2:
1. Why do the apostles keep recounting the history of Israel?  Why 

does Luke, the author? What are we supposed to be taking away 
from the repeated recounts? (Ch. 13)

2. What is the "witness in doing good" that God provides (Ch. 14:15-
17).

3. What do you think about the compromise that is reached at the 
Jerusalem Council (Ch. 15)? Are there any lessons about 
compromise to be learned by the church today? 

4. What is it about the Christian message that appeals to so many but 
also makes so many so mad?


