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Chapter 6
· Deacons are Chosen to Serve as Stewards of a Growing Church.  (6:1-7)
· False Witnesses Accuse Stephen, the First Deacon, of Blasphemy.  (6:8-15)
	Summary

	· The Greek Christians complain that the Hebrew Christians are neglecting them in the daily distribution of food and other services [they are, of course, further afield from Jerusalem and its environs].
· Thereupon the Apostles summon the church community and have the members pick seven “deacons,” or stewards of the church, to serve the church community.
· Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus are those chosen.  They are blessed with the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands (first time this occurs?).
· The church continues to grow in size in Jerusalem, as Stephen and other disciples perform wonders through faith.
· Jews from outside Jerusalem dispute Stephen’s preaching; not being able to best his wisdom and the power of the Spirit, they bring false witnesses against him.
· Stephen is accused before the council of elders of blasphemy:  he is said to preach that “Jesus of Nazareth” will destroy the Temple and the Law and change the customs of Moses and of God. 


Chapter 7
· Stephen Reviews the History of the God of Abraham with the Jews.  (7:1-50)
· Stephen Expounds His Faith and Is Stoned to Death (the 1st Martyr).  (7:51-60)
	Summary

	· The high priest asks Stephen if what the witnesses say is true; he responds by giving a history of God’s relationship with the Jewish people.
· First, he speaks of Abraham originally living in Mesopotamia, and God moving him and his kin to the land of Canaan [the “Promised Land”].
· Then he tells of God’s promise to Abraham and the Hebrews, that they will inherit this land for generations, sealing the covenant with the rite of circumcision, and fulfilling the promise through Isaac, Jacob, and the patriarchs.
· Then Stephen speaks of the Jews’ exile and trials in Egypt, beginning with Joseph, and then Jacob’s moving his family, because of famine, to Egypt, where they eventually become enslaved.

· Under a new pharaoh, God gives the enslaved Hebrew people Moses as a leader and prophet, but Moses has to flee Egypt because he kills a man.
· Stephen then tells of God appearing to Moses in the “burning bush” and sending him back to Egypt to deliver the Hebrews from slavery; he recounts the story of the Exodus in much detail, including the newly freed Jews worshipping false gods and their wanderings in the wilderness.
· Finally, he tells about the building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, of Joshua and David, and then of Solomon’s building of the Temple in Jerusalem, but concluding that God says, “Heaven is my throne, and earth my footstool” [RSV]
[i.e., God cannot be confined to any one space or place].
· Stephen then accuses the assembled Jews and their leaders of resisting the Holy Spirit, persecuting the prophets, of not keeping the Law, and of betraying and murdering the “Righteous One” [RSV; i.e., “the Messiah”].
· At this, while Stephen has a vision of Christ at the right hand of God, the council and its followers become enraged and rush him, casting him out of the city.

· They stone him to death, while a young man named Saul watches and witnesses; Stephen commends his own spirit to God and essentially intones a variation of Jesus’s “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”


Chapter 8
· Saul (the Future Paul) Witnesses and Approves of Stephen’s Stoning.  (8:1)
· Saul Persecutes the Nascent Christian Church; It Is Dispersed.  (8:2-3)
· The Apostles Take the Word and the Holy Spirit to Foreign Lands.  (8:4-40)
	Summary

	· Saul [a lawyer by tradition] consents to Stephen’s death.
· On the same day Stephen is stoned, “a great persecution rose against the church in Jerusalem” [RSV]; subsequent verses make it clear that Saul was the leader of these persecutions.
· As a result, the church is “all scattered throughout the region of Judea and Samaria” [RSV].  But another result was that “those who were scattered went about preaching the word” [RSV].  [In other words, the Christian missionary work of spreading the Gospel and proselytizing has begun.]
· Philip preaches the Gospel in Samaria, casting out demons and healing the lame and paralyzed; thereby many accept the faith and become baptized
· However, Simon, an erstwhile local magician, who has previously mesmerized the masses with his apparent mystical powers, also becomes baptized, hoping to acquire Philip’s powers of healing.  
· Meanwhile, Peter and John are sent down from Jerusalem to fill these newly baptized persons with the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands.

· When Simon sees that the apostles’ power resides in acquiring the Holy Spirit, he offers Peter money so that he may acquire it, too.  But Peter shuns him and his offer, saying “your heart is not right before God” and “Repent” [RSV].  Simon responds, “Pray for me to the Lord” [RSV].  Then Peter and John return to Jerusalem, preaching the Gospel in many Samaritan villages along the way.
· Now an angel directs Philip to go south through the desert towards Gaza.  On the road he meets an Ethiopian eunuch, the treasury minister of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who has been to Jerusalem to worship and is now studying the book of Isaiah.  The angel directs Philip to ask the eunuch, “Do you understand what you’re reading?”  “Nope,” replies the Ethiopian, “I need someone to explain it to me.”
· Thereupon Philip uses the opportunity to not only explain the passage, but to give the Ethiopian the good news about Jesus.  The eunuch, on hearing this, wishes to be baptized; Philip obliges, at which point the eunuch rejoices [beginnings of the church in Ethiopia?].
· And, at this point, the Spirit [i.e., the angel] whisks Philip away in a whirlwind to Azotus [just north of Ascalon (which is just north of Gaza) on the Mediterranean coast in southern Judaea], from whence he preaches the Gospel all the way to Caesarea [along the Mediterranean coast in Samaria, near the southern Phoenician border (i.e., south of Galilee)] (at which point the chapter ends).


