
Welcome to the Just Mercy 

Summer Grace Group

Third Session

Linda Hitchens and Ed Bryant



Happy 4th of July!

Hope all are able to celebrate this weekend.

We have a lot to celebrate

and

A lot to work on together

Let us pray.



Course Structure and Plan

▪ Lessons based upon the book but will reference the movie

▪ Lessons
▪ Introduction – Chapter 3 June 3

▪ Chapter 4 – Chapter 6 June 17

▪ Chapter 7 – Chapter 10 July  1

▪ Chapter 11 – Chapter 13 July 15

▪ Chapter 14 – Epilogue July 29

▪ Final session – TBD August 12

▪ As always, we will be flexible and adjust as the Spirit guides us.



Uncried Tears

Imagine teardrops left uncried
From pain trapped inside
Waiting to escape
Through the windows of your eyes.

“Why won’t you let us out?”
The tears question the conscience
“Relinquish your fears and doubts
And heal yourself in the process.”

The conscience told the tears
“I know you really want me to cry
But if I release you from bondage,
In gaining your freedom you die.”

The tears gave it some thought
Before giving the conscience an answer
“If crying brings you to triumph
Then dying’s not such a disaster.”

Ian E. Manuel
Union Correctional Institution



Chapter 7, Justice Denied

▪ The response from the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals affirming the 
conviction and death sentence

▪ Bribing both major witnesses to the crime

▪ Judge connection to Ku Klux Klan

▪ Supreme Court reverses its decision and allows for the presentation of evidence 
about the character and reputation of crime victims in the criminal trial process

▪ Rule 32 allows for claims not raised at trial or on appeal
▪ Allows for the presentation of new evidence, the challenging of a conviction based on 

ineffective counsel, and the State’s failure to disclose evidence

▪ Brian is even more determined to overturn the case

▪ Walter is devastated



Discussion Topic

▪ Response by of Gen. Mark Miley about the importance of understanding 
Critical Race Theory
▪ Focus on the response of the General not the person that caused the response

▪ Freedom Riders

▪ Reversal of the Supreme Court decision regarding character of crime victims

▪ Evidence shows that the race of the victim is the greatest predictor of who 
gets the death penalty. (McCleskey v. Kemp)



Chapter 8, All God’s Children

▪ Focus is on the plight of children in the United States who have been sentence to die 
in prison

▪ Common Themes
▪ All

▪ Poor neighborhoods and broken homes 

▪ Targeted by police, presumed guilty, suspected by law enforcement of being dangerous

▪ Tried, convicted, and imprisoned as adults

▪ Some
▪ Wrong place, wrong time

▪ Trying to get out of the cycle

▪ Cases
▪ Trina – abusive family life, mental illness, climbs into a house and accidently sets it on fire

▪ Ian Manuel – shot a women in the jaw, guilty plea gave him imprisonment without parole

▪ Antonio Nunez – brother killed protecting him, order back to LA, tried for kidnapping

▪ George Stinney – two missing girls picking flowers, arrested as the last to see them, executed



Discussion Topic

▪ Florida sentenced more than a hundred children to life imprisonment 
without parole for non-homicide offenses—the largest population in the 
world of children condemned to die in prison
▪ Most adults so convicted are not sentenced to life imprisonment without parole

▪ African American children develop criminal records for behavior that 
more affluent children engage in with impunity

▪ The change in policies and norms  changed in the general criminal justice 
system



Chapter 9, I’m Here

▪ Walter McMillian’s postconviction evidentiary hearing
▪ Ralph Myer’s new testimony—complicated and unpredictable

▪ Exculpatory evidence

▪ New judge on the case—Thomas B. Norton, Jr.

▪ Limited amount of time to present evidence

▪ Community packed the viewing area

▪ The rule of sequestration

▪ Testimony of Myers and Clay Kast and Woodrow Ikner; rebuttal of testimony of Bill Hooks 
and Joe Hightower

▪ Testimony of Taylor Hardin staffers—hidden medical records

▪ Testimony of prior trial lawyers

▪ Alterations to the courtroom—deputy at door, metal detector, and police dog 



Discussion and Questions

▪ Alterations made to the courtroom
▪ Deputy at door

▪ Metal detector

▪ The police dog 



Words of Wisdom from Mrs. Williams

I may be old, I may be poor, I may be black, but 
I’m here.  



Chapter 10, Mitigation

▪ Deinstitutionalization intersected with the spread of mass incarceration policies
▪ Expanding criminal statutes and harsh sentencing

▪ With disastrous effect

▪ Focusing on deinstitutionalized poor people with mental disabilities

▪ Cases of defendants with mental disabilities
▪ George McDaniel – brain damage due to a car accident, fraudulent doctor

▪ Avery Jenkins – multiple stab wounds to an older man

▪ Mr. Jenkins and the chocolate milkshake—abusive foster care and episodes of screaming

▪ Recently emancipated Black people were re-enslaved by former Confederate officers 
and soldiers
▪ Formation of the Ku Klux Klan

▪ Confederate Memorial Day and Jefferson Davis’s birthday in the state of Alabama
▪ Dixiecrat bloc to preserve racial segregation and white domination

▪ The strip search – and Brian’s other experiences in the prison
▪ Reformation of the prison guard following the hearing



Discussion and Questions



Next Class, Chapters 11 to 13

▪ I’ll Fly Away

▪ Mother, Mother

▪ Recovery



Resources and References

▪ Primary Resources
▪ Just Mercy – the movie, available on Prime Video and YouTube
▪ Opinion:  When it comes to knowing U.S. history we should all be ‘woke’ (an 

article from the Washington Post): 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/05/27/american-history-we-
should-all-be-woke/

▪ 13th - A Documentary by Ava Duvernay

▪ Recommended reference materials
• Michigan Journal of Race and Law, Volume 25, 2020, 

Man’s Best Friend? How Dogs Have Been Used to Oppress African Americans 
• The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church's Complicity in 

Racism by Jemar Tisby
• So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Olua

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/05/27/american-history-we-should-all-be-woke/

