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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

 

Old Testament:       New Testament: 
 

Genesis 1:1-3        Matthew 3:16-17 

Genesis 9:8-17       Matthew 28:19 

Genesis 17:1-2       Romans 8:18-30 

Exodus 6:1-8        II Corinthians 3:14 

Job 42:1-6 

Isaiah 43:1-12 

 

GROUP 1  

Genesis 1:1-3  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  

Genesis 9:8-17  

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, 
the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations:  I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a 
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on 
the earth.”  



GROUP 2  

Genesis 17:1-2  

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between 
me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’  

Exodus 6:1-8  

Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh: Indeed, by a 
mighty hand he will let them go; by a mighty hand he will drive them out of his land.’  God 
also spoke to Moses and said to him: ‘I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name “The LORD” I did not make myself known to them. I 
also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which 
they resided as aliens. I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians 
are holding as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. Say therefore to the Israelites, 
“I am the LORD, and I will free you from the burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from 
slavery to them. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 
judgement. I will take you as my people, and I will be your God. You shall know that I am 
the LORD your God, who has freed you from the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you 
into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; I will give it to you for a 
possession. I am the LORD.”’  

 

GROUP 3  

Job 42:1-6  

Then Job answered the LORD: 
‘I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. “Who is 
this that hides counsel without knowledge?” Therefore I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. “Hear, and I will speak; I 
will question you, and you declare to me.” I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but 
now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.’  

 

[More for Group 3 ahead] 

 



GROUP 3  [continued] 

Romans 8:18-30  

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 
is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience.  

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.  

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  

 

 

GROUP 4  

2 Corinthians 3:14  

But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the 
old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside.  

Matthew 3:16-17  

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.’  

Matthew 28:19  

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  


