
READING LUKE WITH GRACE:
LUKE 17-18

MAD DASH THROUGH THE THEMES

WHAT PASSAGES CAUGHT YOUR 
EYE/HEART

THE GOSPEL, THE LAW AND GRACE



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

Some (not so random) 
teachings of Jesus 

(17:1-10)

We all stumble, but take care not to 
cause others to stumble (v. 1-2)

The next three are common 
stumbling blocks:

Unwillingness to forgive (v. 3-4)

Having faith (v. 5-6)

Thinking we can earn God’s grace (v. 
7-10)



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

Jesus cleanses the ten 
lepers

(17:11-19)

All ten had the faith to obey Jesus 
and go to the priest.

The one who returned disobeyed 
Jesus.

Reversal: Those who experience 
rejection (lepers, foreigners) may be 
most open to the gospel’s inclusion.

What does that say for us today?



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

The coming of the 
kingdom of God 

(17:20-37)

It’s already among you (v. 21)

Beware of misleading signs and false 
prophets.

Jesus calls on his disciples to see a 
different future (like Noah and Lot).

Just as Jesus will suffer persecution 
and rejection, so will they.

Reversal: those who try to save their 
lives will lose it; those who lose their 

life will save it.



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

The parable of the 
widow and the judge 
(18:1-8)

Consider this parable in context with 
the passages before it:

Is the parable about praying for our 
wants or focusing our prayers on 

God to get through difficult times?

Or listening for our call to do justice 
for and with the disenfranchised 

among us, such as widows, children, 
and lepers?  



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

The Pharisee and the tax 
collector pray 

(18:9-14)

Praying with humility.

This is a bridge between the previous 
parable and what follows.

Jesus doesn’t condemn the Pharisee 
or praise the tax collector.

Reversal: The sinful tax collector, not 
the pious Pharisee, is justified.

They are not justified by what they 
did, but by God’s loving grace.



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

Children and the 
kingdom of God 

(18:15-17)

We tend to interpret this as needing 
to be innocent like children.

The ancient world’s view of children: 
more as future income sources and 

possessions. They were largely 
powerless and excluded.

In that aspect, the kingdom of God is 
for people who seem to have no 

power or importance.



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

The rich ruler (18:18-30) The ruler hopes to rely on his 
obedience to the law and his wealth 
for eternal life. What is he missing?

In telling the ruler to give away his 
possessions and follow him, Jesus 

calls on him to become powerless, 
like the children, and trust in God.

Reversal: Challenges the message 
that our value is based on wealth.



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

Jesus foretells his death 
and resurrection 

(18:31-34)

Third time Jesus tells of his death.

The disciples still don’t understand.

What do you think keeps them from 
understanding what Jesus is telling 

them?

What kind of God does Jesus’ 
ministry, passion, death, and 

resurrection point to?



JESUS ENTERS JERICHO

Possibly where Jesus 
entered Jericho, as it 
looks today.

Credit:

Alan Goldstein



THEMES IN CHAPTERS 17 & 18

Jesus heals the blind 
beggar (18:35-43)

Note the reactions of the crowd, the 
“advance guard,” and Jesus to the 

blind man.

Both literal and metaphorical 
healing.

Do we hold tight to our concept of 
Jesus and try to silence other voices 

or do we open our circle to their 
perspective?



BREAKOUT DISCUSSION 1:
WHAT PASSAGE SPOKE TO YOU THIS WEEK?

What’s jumping out at you?

What “aha!” moments are 

you encountering? 

What questions do you have?



REFLECTING ON THE LAW, THE GOSPEL, AND 
GRACE

Four teachings of 
Jesus (17:1-10)

“…both an indictment and a word of 
grace, both law and gospel. They set 

impossible standards. They show how 
faulty all human discipleship is. Yet they 

also free [us] from the burden of believing 
that [we] should somehow earn God’s 
love by means of absolute obedience.”

Quotes: Justo Gonzalez, 
Belief: A Theological 
Commentary of the Bible –
Luke.



REFLECTING ON THE LAW, THE GOSPEL, AND 
GRACE

The Pharisee and 
the tax collector 
(18:9-14)

Jesus neither condemns the Pharisee nor 
praises the tax collector.

“The reversal is that the one who brings 
piety, purity, and obedience, and who 

trusts in all these, is further away from 
God [from being ‘justified’] than the one 

who simply brings misery, weakness, and 
dependence.”

Quotes: Justo Gonzalez, 
Belief: A Theological 
Commentary of the Bible –
Luke.



REFLECTING ON THE LAW, THE GOSPEL, AND 
GRACE

Jesus blesses the 
children (18:15-17)

This is about the powerlessness, not the 
innocence, of little children. 

“the kingdom of God belongs to people 
such as these infants, who seem to be of 

no importance in society. The kingdom 
belongs to them, and to us, out of God’s 

sheer, unmerited favor.” 
Quotes: Justo Gonzalez, 
Belief: A Theological 
Commentary of the Bible –
Luke.



REFLECTING ON THE LAW, THE GOSPEL, AND 
GRACE

The rich ruler 
(18:18-30)

“…the entire story is an affirmation of 
both law and grace. The rich must set 

aside their wealth and their trust in it. But 
even so, salvation is ultimately not the 

result of human action – not even of the 
radical action of giving everything to the 

poor – but of divine grace.”
Quotes: Justo Gonzalez, 
Belief: A Theological 
Commentary of the Bible –
Luke.



BREAKOUT DISCUSSION 2:
THE GOSPEL AND THE LAW, SALVATION AND GRACE

Groups 1, 2: If we all fall short in obeying the law and must 
rely on God’s love and grace for our salvation, why follow the 
law? Does the gospel of Jesus negate the law? Why or why 
not? What is the purpose of the law?

Groups 3, 4: Is the lesson of the rich ruler (18:18-30) about 
giving up everything we have or giving up those things on 
which we rely in order to place our faith instead of God?

Is it a sin to seek wealth? Is that an idol before us instead of 
God? At what point is having a comfortable life too 
comfortable and a sin? [Thanks, Kent!]


