
READING LUKE WITH GRACE
Chapters 3 - 4



Key Components
CHAPTER 3
• Historical setting
• Proclamation of John the Baptist
• John’s Imprisonment
• John Baptizes Jesus
• Geneology of Jesus

CHAPTER 4
• Temptation of Jesus
• Beginning of the Galilean 

Ministry
• The Rejection of Jesus at 

Nazareth
• First Healings

In your reading of the Luke Chapters 3 and 4, what stood out to 
you? Did you have any “aha” moments or questions arise?



Jordan River





Guidelines for Interpreting Scripture

1. Read/study in a state of reverence and prayer.
2. Attend to the literary and historical context.
3. Apply Scripture to the interpretation of Scripture.
4. Interpret all Scripture in light of the centrality of Jesus and the Rule 

of Love (to love God and neighbor)
5. Test with the community of faith (but recognize the fallibility of all 

interpretation.



Luke 3:7-14
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.”

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.”


