
READING LUKE WITH GRACE:
LUKE 5-6

WHIRLWIND TOUR: SETTING THE 
STAGE IN 5 MINUTES OR LESS

REVISIT THE CALL OF THE DISCIPLES

WHAT PASSAGE CAUGHT YOUR 
EYE/HEART



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Jesus calls his first disciples 
(5:1-11, 27-32)

Setting: Sea of Galilee

Who: Simon/Peter, James, John; 
Levi (Matthew), crowds

Miraculous catch

Calling and response

What does it say about being 
called to discipleship?



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Two healings (5:12-26)

…and another (6:6-11)

Who: Leper (5:12-16), paralyzed 
man (5:17-26)

Role of faith

Response of the healed and the 
witnesses

What does it tell us about Jesus 
and the Good News?



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Interactions with the scribes 
and Pharisees (5:17-26, 30-39; 
6:1-11)

Who: Religious leaders/ 
establishment of the time (sincere 

in following the Law)

How does Jesus respond?

What was their initial response?

What happens later? Why?

What lessons does this offer to the 
religious establishment today?



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Choosing the Twelve 
Apostles (6:12-16)

The role of prayer in Jesus’ 
ministry

If Jesus is God in the flesh, why 
does Jesus pray?

Significance of the twelve

Sign of inclusive nature of the 
Gospel (Jews and Gentiles)



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

The beginning of Jesus 
equipping his disciples for 
mission (6:17-49)

Luke’s version of the Sermon on 
the Mount (Matthew 5-7) 

on a plain

diverse crowds

less on Law, more on actions

Teaching on the nature of 
discipleship



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Blessings and woes (6:20-26) We’re more familiar with 
Matthew’s version

Luke focuses on four 
blessings/woes

Doesn’t ‘spiritualize’ them

(ex: poor, not poor in spirit)

One of the great reversals in 
Jesus’ ministry

Church of the Beatitudes. Photo: Alan Goldstein



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Teachings on loving our 
enemies (6:27-36) and 
judging others (6:37-42)

Challenging then and now

Do onto others… or be merciful 
as God is merciful?

Love is an action, not a feeling

Love, mercy, forgiveness come 
out of abundance of God’s grace

How do we put these teachings 
into practice? 



WHIRLWIND TOUR OF CHAPTERS 5 & 6

Parables (6:43-49) The first of many parables

“Parables are meant to startle 
and stir up thought.”

Tree/fruit: Our actions reveal our 
heart.

Two foundations: How we 
respond to Jesus’ teachings.  



BACK TO JESUS CALLING HIS DISCIPLES

5 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of 
Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 
word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; 
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out 
into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”



BACK TO JESUS CALLING HIS DISCIPLES

5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but 
have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their 
nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners 
in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and 
filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”



BACK TO JESUS CALLING HIS DISCIPLES

9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch 
of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to 
shore, they left everything and followed him.



THE NATURE OF JESUS’ CALL

Cast your nets into the deep 
water (5:4)

Simon’s experience is there’s no 
fish to be had... yet he obeys (5:5).

And they catch more than they can 
hold (5:6-7).

What does this passage say about 
being open to Jesus’ call?

When are we called to ‘cast our 
nets’ into the unknown?



THE NATURE OF JESUS’ CALL

Follow me… from now on 
you will be catching people 
(5:10)

Peter, James, and John are called 
to leave at the height of their 

career after a miraculous catch.

The miracle is not about personal 
gain but a call to something bigger.

What does Jesus call us to do?

How would such a call play out 
today? 



BREAKOUT DISCUSSION TIME: JESUS’ CALL

When are we called to ‘cast our 

nets’ into the unknown?

How do we break out of “that 

didn’t work before”?

How do we know when a 

blessing is a call to stewardship 

and when it’s a call to step into 

something new?



BREAKOUT DISCUSSION:
WHAT PASSAGE SPOKE TO YOU THIS WEEK?

What did it reveal about God, 

Jesus or the Spirit?

What surprised you? 

What is important to you?

How will this affect your 

everyday life?


