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 Please stand if you are able. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

WE BECOME AWARE OF GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
 

Opening Voluntary Ray Freeman, Organist 

 

 Call to Worship 
 

Leader: We are gathered to begin a holy journey; 

People: A long, long road to the cross. 

Leader: We are called to follow our blessed savior; 

People: To trust in his steadfast love. 

Leader: We are commissioned to follow our God of grace, 

People: Who walks with us each step of the way. 

Leader: We are marked as mere mortals by ashes and dust, 

People: But our hope is in God who redeems. 

 

 Hymn #431 Forgive Us, Lord 

 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Scripture Lesson Joel 2:1-2; 12-17 

 

Meditation Horn Blowing and Heart Rending  Ben Trawick 

 

Invitation to the Observance of the Lenten Discipline 
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WE OPEN OURSELVES TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

Litany of Penitence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Unison: Holy and merciful God, your thoughts are not our 

thoughts, nor have we made your ways our ways. 

Leader: You look at the least likely soul and see your image and your 

child. 

People: We scan ourselves and our neighbors, critically observ-

ing flaws and shortcomings.  Have mercy on us, O God. 

Leader: You view time in the context of eternity, and so find a place for 

patience, for waiting, for yearning, even for dying. 

People: We demand instant results and quick fixes; we rush 

toward tomorrow without savoring your gift of today.  

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Leader: You know that only one who suffers can ultimately save, that is 

why you walk the way of the cross. 

People: We fear vulnerability and the loss of control; that is why 

we often fail to follow where the way of the cross leads. 

Leader: And yet, gracious God, we know that your way is the way to the 

kingdom of heaven, while left to our own devices, our ways lead 

us astray from your kingdom. 

People: We come before you tonight, not to have the worst in us 

confirmed, but to have the best in us set free. 

Leader: And so tonight we pray, with open hearts, 

People: Forgive in us what has gone wrong.  Forgive our wander-

ing ways and our words that have wounded.  Forgive our 

bitterness and our willingness to be separated from one 

another.  Forgive our complacency and our tolerance for 

injustice and wrong.  Repair in us that which has gone 

astray or come undone, remove from us that which 

diminishes us.  Restore in us your image and reveal in us 

what is good. 

Leader: Search our hearts as we seek you in silence. 

People: And as we repent, open our lives to your forgiving 

presence. 
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Prayer 

 

Leader: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the 

earth.  May these ashes be for us a sign of our mortality 

and penitence, and a reminder that only by your gracious 

gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 

our Savior.   

People: Amen. 

 

Worshipers come forward at this time for the imposition of ashes.  

Silence will be kept for prayer and meditation, a time for self-

examination and rededication of life. 

 

Leader: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

People: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

Leader: By the cross and passion of our Savior, 

All: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s  

 Resurrection.  Amen. 

 

 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 

 Closing  Prayer 

 

 Hymn #434 Restore in Us, O God 
 

 Blessing 

 

 Charge 

 

 Pastor: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 

  All quietly depart. 


